
AP Chemistry 
 
Dear Parent, 
 
I look forward to working with your son or daughter this year in AP Chemistry.  It is my sincere 
desire that all of my students will benefit from the course and, hopefully, have some fun along the 
way.  There are two important issues I want to bring to your attention:  lab safety and the advanced 
placement test. 
 
1.  Lab Safety:   
The labs in this class are much more complex and use a greater variety of chemicals, so for this 
course it is even more important than in Chemistry 1 for all students to understand and agree to 
abide by all safety rules.  As experienced chemistry students, they all know the importance of lab 
safety, but it never hurts to review the concepts.  Will you please take some time to read the rules 
and help me emphasize their importance to your son or daughter.   
I would also like to remind you that it is highly recommended that contact lenses NOT BE worn in 
the chemistry laboratory.  OSHA, The American National Standards Institute and the American 
Chemical Society all agree that contact lenses can hold foreign materials against the cornea and 
are difficult to remove in case of a plash and can absorb and retain chemical vapors.  Even though 
students are required to wear chemical splash goggles when working with chemicals, it is a good 
policy to avoid contact lenses on lab days.  Please note that we use the safety contract prepared 
by Flinn Scientific.  If is a comprehensive agreement and at CHS we adhere to these rules.  No 
students will be allowed to participate in laboratory without a SIGNED safety contract on file with 
the teacher. 
 
2.  Advanced Placement Test 
This class will prepare students to take the Advanced Placement test, which enables the to test out 
of General Chemistry in college.  Even though the test is optional, I highly recommend that 
students set the goal early in the year to take it.  A firm commitment will not have to be made until 
February, but preparing for the test provides a focus that is beneficial to the whole class.  It is a 
difficult test that covers a large amount of material, but a passing score is certainly within reach of 
most students in this class.  I will be providing review materials throughout the year to emphasize 
that it is impossible to study for this test the night before.  Preparation is a year-long commitment.   
 
Please read the lab safety contract and return it signed by the first day of school. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
     Patricia Szpila 
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The textbook for AP Chemistry is ñGeneral Chemistryò 4th ed by Hill, Petrucci, McCreary and Perry.  
Prentice Hall Publishers 
 
The AP Chemistry course at Collinsville High School is designed to be the equivalent of the 
general chemistry course usually taken during the first college year.  For some students this course 
enables them to undertake, as freshmen, second year work in the chemistry sequence at their 
institutions or to register in courses in other fields where general chemistry is a prerequisite.  For 
other  students, the AP Chemistry course fulfills the laboratory science requirements and frees time 
for other courses.  For ALL students it is a rigorous curriculum which provides the student the 
opportunity to develop their critical and creative thinking skills. 
 
AP Chemistry should meet the objectives of a good general chemistry course.  Students in this 
course should attain a depth of understanding of fundamentals and reasonable competence in 
dealing with chemical problems.  The course contributes to the development of the studentsô 
abilities to think clearly and to express their ideas, orally and in writing with clarity and logic.  The 
AP chemistry course in general chemistry differs qualitatively from the usual first secondary school 
course in chemistry with respect to the type of text book used, the topics covered, the emphasis on 
chemical calculations and the mathematical formulation of principles.  The differences appear in 
the number of topics treated, the TIME the STUDENTS SPEND PREPARING for class, and the 
nature and the variety of experiment done in the laboratory 
 
Typically, the student will send at least 1 hr outside of class for every hour in class.  Since the 
course moves at a very rapid rate, the time spent preparing outside of class time is CRITICAL for 
student success.  Laboratory reports will be FORMAL and will be kept in a bound notebook. 
 
 
Cheating Policy 
Cheating in any form will not be tolerated in this class.  Any student that presents reasonable 
evidence of cheating or copying will be penalized for the first offense by a zero on the test, quiz or 
assignment.  For a second offense during a semester, the penalty will include a zero on the 
assignment, a phone call or letter to parents and referral to the Principal fro disciplinary action.  
After a third offense during a semester, the student will be removed permanently from the class 
with a failing grade.   Any student that knowingly allows another student to copy a test, quiz, 
lab report or assignment will be awarded the same penalty as the student who copied. 
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Attendance Policy: 
 
Because work done in class will deviate greatly from the material in the textbook and the 
complexity of some of the material, it is of utmost importance that you be in class every day.  Try to 
minimize the number of days absent.  All work is to be made up after you  return to class according 
to the number of days absent, i.e. absent 3 days(excused), 3 days to make up the work.  The 
student is responsible for finding out what work is to be made up. 
 
Unexcused Absences-  No work including tests may be made up after an unexcused absence.  
ABSENCE IS NO EXCUSE FOR LOW GRADES OR POOR WORK!!! 
 

Grading Policy 
You will be evaluated in the following manner:  All students are expected to come to class 
prepared to participate and learn in a professional respectful manner.  Failure to comply with these 
expectations will be reflected in a lowering of your homework assignment grade 
 
TESTS:  given after each unit.  Questions based on subject content and understanding.  Test 
format may change depending on nature of material identified prior to test. 
 
QUIZZES:  given periodicallyðusually with advanced notice (not always).  Instructor always holds 
the right to pop quizzes if she deems it necessary. 
 
HOMEWORK:  Given almost dailyðdesigned to lead you through the exciting world of chemistry.  
It is essential that you do all of these to the best of your ability.  Copying them will do no good to 
anybody.  The answers to most problems can be found in the back of your book for you to check 
your progress.  A complete solution guide is available in the classroom. 
 
Quizzes/Homework/class participation: 15% 
Portfolio:  20% 
Labs: 30% 
Tests: 35% 
 
90-100  A 80-89  B 70-79  C  60-69  D 59 and below  F 
 
AP EXAMðThe AP Chemistry Exam will not be included in your grade as the results will not be 
released until July.  Many of the daily and weekly assignments will be used to prepare you for the 
exam and may be evaluated for a grade.  Most of the tests and quizzes will reflect the AP exam 
format and level of challenge.  First semester exam (20% of semester grade) will consist of 
questions from past AP exams and will reflect (at least part) of the AP exam format. 
 
SUPPLIES:  You will need the following for the class.  A 3ò 3-ring binder, scientific calculator, I do 
not want you using a graphing calculator on tests.  You may use a graphing calculator for anything 
else but a simple scientific calculator will be fine.  You also will need at least 3 Composition 
notebooks; one for journaling and 2 for labs( not spiral or ones you can tear the paper out, Mead 
has theseðthey look like the cow print), 7 dividers. 
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